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FOREWARD

This work Vedanta Martanda is a scholarly defence of
Sribhashya of Sri Ramanujacharyapada by Pt. Muralidhar
Achatya Shastri Vyakarana Vedantacharya against the
adverse criticisms of the Vedanta Rakshamani by Maha-
mahopadhyaya Ananta Krishna Shastri. The erudite author
is well versed in both the Sankara and Ramanuja Bhyashyas
of the Brahma Sutra. He is an adept in the art of textual
and philosophic criticisms. He has masterly refuted all
the criticisms of the Rakhamani point by point with
admirable logic and sastrik proof.

The attacks of the Vedanta Rakshamani are seldom new.
The same attacks had been “made over and over again
previously by more eminent men than the author of Vedanta
Rakhamani and replied over and over again. The very
few new points of his attack betray that he is opposed
to the admitted principles of Sri Sankaracharya himself and
his eminent followers in whose defence he has written the
book.

“The doctrine of Absolutistic Monism (Advaitavada)
was first revealed by Gaudapadacharya. Afterwards it
was formally propounded as a system of philosophy by
Sri Sankaracharya.” The Rakshamani therefore admits that
the theory of Advaitavada is of recent origin. Whereas the
theory of Visishtadvaitavada, as we will presently see, was
propounded in the hoary Puranas whose author is the
author of the Brahma Sutras, and in the hoary Panchratra,
whose author, as stated in the Mahabharat, is Sri Narayana,
the Para Brahma Himself It is so stated in the Bharadvaja
Samhita also—T=ust #gfesd amsl Afo-famgan | FRdofansged
Meanaar @38 0 So the authoritativeness of the Pancha-
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ratras connot be cavilled or called into question by any
one who is a Sanatandharmi.

The word ‘gfafamiaad’ shows that in the Pancharatra,
the Srutis or the Vedas have been interpreted by Bhagavan
Himself, so it is the best interpretation of the Vedas and the
most authoritative Shastra after them, for the Vedas came
out from the Bhagavan as His incarnations, whereas the
Pancharatna was spoken by Him. Brihaspati says—
sfaga quogt 3 egegedq  BREwsaE @ wad sakeafd
The Vedas should therefore be interpreted through the aid of
the Itihasas like Ramayana and Mahabharata and Puranas
like Vishnu, Bhagabata, Padma, Garura and Varaha and
the like, otherwise there is the likelihood of misinterpre-
tation, which is exactly the case with the Vedanta
Rakshamani.

The '‘Brihad-Brahma Sanhita’ is one of the one hundred
and eight Sambhitas of the Pancharatna says:—Ffazfatsfagiar
fdoaar g3 afgfed od mw wfGug @@md 0 (Pada 4 ch
9. sl. 35) —

There are two kinds of Prakriti, one is Chit or consisting of
a mass Jivas(animate beings) the other is Achit, an inanimate
thing ( @%@ ) not chit or not Jiva, both are inherent in Hari
(Param Brahma) as his attributes. The Sruti says that
Param Brahma is qualified with them ( &fgfarsz ). Again in
the same pada chapter nine—¥j@gzataede aqsfaed n vafz-
Faonfysd mg JFEqEAAT 0

Again in pada four chapter ten it saysi—a4qr gafa =g
danfiq @ R |\ Al @ a@ERaEdFad v «fazfagadas
fafarez st wifad 0 wIFRONRA <aeqaﬁqrgq§1qa | FRIT gyEwdm
gaw afigfaq n wq@sdo FiEu & Faiaifza Faa:r \oa fAmd of
AR aEaEalEa | ﬂﬁna@ Ul aggguRa qoft @ar 1 ud fafaer-
ga fg Affegegfzaar o ”
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There is butter within milk, but o’ king, it cannot be
geen, as milk containing ghee or butter looks only as milk,
so, o' King, Brahma containing inherently within Him
the  attributes, of chits and achit looks as
(W% ) Brahma only without any attributes. In different
circumstances of cause and action, He appears in two diffe-
rent conditions. In the causal state, Brahma with Its attri-
butes of chits and achits, remains in a subtle unmanifested
condition (as one Sat), It becomes many animate and in
animate objects(of chits and achits) in dwaita condition. In
the state of action (chidachidgarbha visishta) Brahma is
manifested in gross dwaita form. In the adwaita condition
the Paramatma part, and the chida chit body or attribute
parts were all in one unmanifested subtle ( Sat) form
undistinguishable from each other by name and form. But
in the dwaita condition the Paramatma part remains in
the same subtle and unmanifestéd condition, though its
chidachit body or attribute parts become manifested in gross
forms. In the state of action Brahma the Paramatma and his
chidachin mixed body parts are in two different conditions,
therefore it is called dwaita avastha. In the adwita condi-
tion the chidachin mixed attribute parts dwelt in the
Paramatma as one with Him, being inseparable from Him.
In the dwaita avastha though the Parmatma remaining in
subtle form and Its chidachit body in gross form
still the Paramatma does not get separated from the gross
body, as the gunas or attributes can never get separated
from their possessor, or the guni can never get separated
from his attributes or gunas. In this way Visishtadvaita
or qualified Monism has been propounded in the Srutis and
the Smritis.

In the sixteenth chapter of the Varahapurana’s
Venkatachal Mahatmya,-The fourfaced Brahma addre-
ssing Bhagavan Mahavaraha says,éﬂ’ﬁ"f?ﬂ\ 'ﬁiqitg a9 qrugen
WA % gaEsraE faRrE @& g sRem o “Before the
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creation of the universe, there was one  Sat,
known as Narayana, as cause, with an infinite number
of Jivas and Prakriti in a subtle condition as attributes
(visishta) thereof. You are the same.”” In the above
texts quoted from the Pancharatra and the Varaha Purana
the very word °‘visishtadvaita’’ occur,. Hundreds of
similar proofs can be cited from the vishnu and other
Puranas and other Pancharatna samhitas. After these
clear proofs from the Pancharatna and other Puranas, it is
futile for the Rakshamani to argue like the village school
master in the deserted village that the Brahma of the
Vedantas or the Brahmasutra is not Visistadvaita or
qualified Monism but Absolute Monism, unqualified either
with chida-chits or any other guna, Kalyan or otherwise.

It is not possible in an introduction to setout all the
objections raised by the Rakshamuni and the reply given
thereto by the Vedanta Martanda but we will point out
some of the main points of attack by way of illustration—

The objects the Rakshamani wants to establish are as
follows:—

1. Gnana and not Bhakti (upasana, worship)
is the sadhana (the means or the cause) of Mukti
(Emancipation Absolution, Absolute Freodom, or
Salvation) .

2. Emancipation can be attained only by one’s
self endeavour, without the aid of' Adrishta, or
Isvara’s (Lord’s) Grace. The Lord’s Grace connot
deliver Absolute Freedom or Mukti.

3. Samsara can be destroyed only by gnana and
not by the Grace of the Lord obtainable by His
worship. The moment the cognition of Brahma is
obtained, on that very moment the samsara is
destroyed, and Jivanmukti (Absolute Freedom
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during the life time) is obtained, and sadhana ends
for good. Hence, there is no longer any necessity
of lifelong Upasana till the body falls.

4 Both the srutis(Vedanta) and the Brahma-
Sutra preach that the Absolute (Nirgun) Brahma is
the only Reality, sagun-Brahma or lsvara personal
god) the jivas and the universe are all unreal or false.

5. Karma is not an anga or a step leading to
gnana, and a gnani need not perform any karma pres-
cribed by the sastras.

The two mimansas purva (karma) and uttara
(Brahma) are notintegral parts of one mimansasastra;
and the import of the ‘word atha’ (thereafter) is after
the acquisition of (thesadhana chatustayas) the four
equipments and. and not after the study of the
karma Mimansa.

Sri Ramanuj in support of his proposition that, moksha
is attainable only by the grace of the Paramatma: and only
by him, who by his intense and constant bhakti (devotion)
to the Lord Parmatma alone and only for His samslesha
(association) and for nothing else, becomes His favourite
and therefore is graciously favoured with His (darsana)
vision has cited the following vaidika mantra—
AETTRAT ST SENA XA T TgA I A I AT B |
qeis arAar BEIR 4 @ 0 ((F3e IR Fo 3R )

It has been generally intrepreted by eminent scholars
of all the schools including Sri Sankara’s school as follows—
“neither can this Atma (Paramatma-Brahma) 9%Hza@ge 31219
be reached or got by mere (without devotion) pravachana,
hor by exténsive knowledge or learning of the srutis. whom
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alone this Atma chooses, by him can He be got or reached,
tohim this Atma discloses or reveals His own (3%
body, form or svarupa.”

This exactly is the interpretation of the mantra made
not only by Ramanuja and Madhava, but also by Ananda
Giri, Brahmananda and others most eminent writers
of the Sankaraschool to which the author of the Raksha-
mani himself belongs. In order to do away with the grace of
Isvara for obtaining the vision of the Brahma parama-
tma, the author of the Rakshamani contends that the
latter half of the mantra does not bear the meaning put
" on it by Ramanuja; the true interpretation of which should

be as follows. :

*Whom’ this’ sadhaka Jiva entreats by that
sadhaka can He be revealed or got, to him this Atma
(Brahma) shows Hissvarupa or form.' For he
contends that the word ‘esha’ in the third pada must
refer only to the sadhakajiva whom we know and not
to the unknown Paramatma; and the word brinute
(chooses) cannot refer to the choice of a superior
person of a devotee, but to the choice of a superior
person for his protection by an inferior jiva. The
reason shown is laboured and wrong for, the word
‘esha‘ according to the rules of grammer must refer
to something that is present in the mind of the
speaker, irrespective of the fact whether it is known
or unknown. Moreover it is purva paramarsi, so it
must refer to the word ‘atma’ in the first pada of
the first half of the mantra which admittedly refers
to the Lord (Isvara paramatma) . Both in the
first pada and the fourth pada the words esha atma
occur and by both of them the speaker admittedly
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refers to the paramatma or the Lord, therefore
the same atma must have been referred to by the
speaker by the word ‘esha’ in the third pada. The
Position taken by the Rakshamani is indefensible on
the face of it. In order to earn easy notoriety the
Rakshamani has intentionally distorted the meaning
of the passage-7#3% 39¥ ¥a @wm:, °for its author in his
Tattvadipanam’ has written with regards to this
passage — 3fa Fzauasd e

This mantra has in effect been interpreted in the
Gita by the Lord Himself in the following slokas -
qqr 9@ qIE 4% §9 9% gfuaArad g asad  fSEaaeaanEr
y= eage A AewId| 0 7 ¥T AT 3 AT T fEwfag affves:
ud §TFT &1E JAF T, AFFAT FEIAT 11 ( Mo wwixe)

AEARSaTEl A A A sgAr | T vafadgg weaEfa at
qgq7 0 FAN FAFIA AFT AERABANSI a4 | P BT T AT AYST
o qiFad | (e 3, ¥ )

Thus from the words of Bhagavan Himself, in the Gita,
it is clear that nothing but the prasada or the Grace of the
Lord can give His vision which leads to Mukti.

The Rakshamani relying upon the following slokas,—
IEIRATRAT  ACHAAIAEAG, | ARA@AT  FegicAT  [g-
A | Yo & )

i ggagwnt Asar ifagdwg 1 g@fE gfeld & Am wmge-
qiffg F 11 (s 90190 ) of the Gita very strongly asserts
that, the sadhaka must by his own endeavour attain,
without the help of the God's grace, gnana by which alone
and not by bhakti, he must attain salvation. The first
solaka he says exzpressly excludes outside help, and the
word ‘buddhiyoga’ in the se¢cond means gnana by which
alone the sadhakas get My vision which leads to mukti.
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The true meaning of the sloka is—Rescue- your atma (soul)
from the samsara, by your mind (unattached to the wordly
objects-which are perceivable by the five organs of percep-
tion), and do not allow your soul to be put into wordly
troubles or distress by your mind (attached to the worldly
objects). One's mind (unattached to the wordly objects)
is the only bandhu of bis soul and the mind attached to
the samsara is the only enemy of the atma or the soul.

Sri Sankara in.hfs Gita' Bhashya of this sloka says—as

it is said, mind is the only bandhu of soul, there is no other

*bandhu, who can be of any help for the liberation of the
soul from the samsara; a bandhu of the world (such as

father, mother, brother, wife or son and the like) being

an object of affection or artachment, is really, unfavourable

or hostile to moksha. Therefore it is proper to assert that

the mind is the only bandhu of soul (in attaining moksha)

and the mind is the only enemy of the soul. Any injurious

person or an outside enemy, is enemy because of the mind,

therefore it is proper to ascertain that mind is the only

enemy of the soul’. Thus we see the words ‘one’s mind

is his only bandhu and mind is the only enemy of his soul’
teach the sadhaka that he cannot rely upon an outside
bandhu like father mothor etc. for help for his salvation ;

for such a bandhu being an object of worldly affection is
really a hindrance to his attaining Moksha. So this sloke
excludes an outside bandhu only, but does. not exclude

the internal bandbu of the Soul's Soul the paramatma who
is the natural bandhu—cggg @8 ygmi s «af wfae=sfs
(site 2% ) Enow Me as real benifactor of all persons,

without expecting any good turn in return. The benifaction
afluded to in the word “surhridam” ( natural benifactor )
ishelp in attaining moksha as well as in giving of darsan

leading to - the salvation from the samsara which clearly

appears from the words “santimrichchhati”

This sloke only teaches us that in order to attain
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salvation it js necessary for a sadhaka to restrain his mind-
and the five organs of perception. It should be read with
this sloka —aify gaffn dara g% s weaw: 1 3 g FefEmf
g€ s afafsaar w” (e iy )-By restraining your (indriyas)
five organs of perception, which inimically endeavour
forcibly to divert your mind to worldly objects and which
are very difficult to conquer by one’s own endeavour,
fix your mind’s attention (matparam) only on Me as your
saviour, then by My Grace you will be able to conguer
and throughly control your indriyas including the mind.
‘When the organs of perception including the mind are
under one’s absolute control -his pragna becomes pratish-
thita. that is, he obtains samadhi easily.

This (G. 6. 6) sloka of the Gita, therefore, does not help
the author of the Rakshamani in establishing his view.

The true meaning of the other (10. 10) sloka of the Gita
cited by the Rakshamaniin support of his view is—'To
those lovers of Mine, who always disiring My (samyoga)
connection or association constantly practice My devotion,
do I as a result of their extremely deep devotional thinking,
(pritipurvakam) affectiontely give them (buddhbiyoga)
clear visionlike buddhi by which means they reach or
get Me.

It is impossable to think how this (G 10.10) sloka can
help the Rakshamani in coming to the conclusion that
Nirguna gnana and not bhakti is the sadhana or cause of
Mukti ; rather it lends support to the opposite view that
upasanakhya gnana or bhakti is the cause of Moksha and
not nirguna gnana. “Jv A faeagw ©F wiwfafoad « faafe
sifidrseadag @ = a9 e 0” (o wije)

In this sloka it is expressly stated that, the gnaniis he
who is “nityayukta and ekabhaktiman” to Me (Isvara), or
who constantly desires nothing else than My association
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by intense bhakti to Me only, In the Narada Pancharatra,
(ratra 1). It has been said that—"gnanam tat krishnabhakti-
dam”—that is gnana, which gives bhakti in Srikrishna. In
the gita bhakti has been called the “rajavidya”—usfazn
U afmfaggean | SEATE e agd agaeraE 1’ (Mo ur)
—The king of all the vidyas, the best vidya, or the paravidya
“Atha para yaya tadaksharamadhigamyate (Mu. 1-1-6)—
paravidya is that vidya or gnana by which the Akshara
Para Brahma bocomes visible to the possessor of the
vidya. In the Gita (9.2) sloka the word ‘‘pratyaksha-
vagamam™ occurs, which carries the same meaning—"by
which the object of the worship-Brahma, becomes visible to
the devotee’s eye. *Paravidya" therefore is the vidya by
which Brahma becomes visible and is reached or got.
Therefore, Bhakti or the rajavidya is the best of all gnanas
by which alone Brahma is reached by a devotee. There
is no other gnana, like Nirgunagnana, by which Brahma
can be seen and Moksha can be obtained, Karma, whether
virtuous or sinful, is avidva and binds one to the samsara.
‘When the karmas are destroyed then only Moksha can be
attained. The karmas are destroyed when Brahma
becomes visible—fug=a  gzamfafsay addmar 1 DNy e
Faffor qférsesd At n ( go ¢ ) .On obtaining the vision
of (God) “paravara”- to whom all else are inferior, the
mental knots (passions of the mind) are untied, that is
destroyed, omniscience being gained, all doubts (regarding
chit achit and Isvaratattvas) are removed, and all the
amassed karmas (virtuous or sinful) of past lives (except
the prarabdha) of the devotee are destroyed”. The word
“drishte” (Mu 2. 2. 8 ) means—at the time of the ripening
of the deep (dhyana or nididhyasana) meditation when
the vision like consciousness (buddhi), regarding the nature,
form or body, attributes and bibhutis = of the object of
devotion which the devotee feels in his mind's eye,
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The word pratyaksha’bagamam means ‘pratyakshavada-
bagamanam,” that is (G. 9, 2) which means vision-like
(budhi) consciousness of the objects of devotion,

This vision like consciousness of the Isvara’s
(svarupa) nature, (rupa) form, (guna) attributes and
(bibhuti) the superhuman powers, which the devotee

feels in his mind’s eye at the time of his perfotming
dhyana or other acts of devetion, he gets by the Grace
of God (very mnch pleased by his devotional practices)
as affectionate gift. This He (Isvara) expressly saysin
the sloka—3ani Gdagwel wsal s w1 gxf gfgdst & I
qrgenfead (e 90190 )—Because they are always in this
way practising acts of devotion (yuktanam) desiring ince-
ssant connection with Me I, (pritipurvakam) being pleased
with their intense devotion to me affectionately do give
them that (buddhi yogam) visionlike conciousness of
Myself (that is regarding my nature form attributes and
superhuman powers) by which (yogam) means they
reach or get near Me, Tt will not be out of place to
point out here that, in the Rajvidya sloka (g, 9. 2)
quoted above the upasanakhya dharma, it has been said
by the Lord as “avyayam’ meaning that does not cease
even after attaining mukti but continues in the ’‘tripadbi-
bhuti” or the Brahmapura, the immortal home the Divyadha-
ma of the Lord or paravyoman which is situated beyond the
pale of this universe. fwgEars f&fa “ars” & 39-3)—

Brahma Purusha Narayana’s tripadbibhuti is situated in
immortal Divyadesa. Divya because beyond the pale

of prakriti and lustrous. ¥: @fw: @dfaz, aelw afgwr i =y
Amgl @ e wfafisa: | (ge L)1 Fd qREeg 9|
Therefore even after attaining Moksha in the divya Para-
brahma’s own immortal diyadhama the distinction

between the Isvara and the jivas, as upasay and
upasaka continues. It is further to be

noted that the brahmapura the abode of Brahm
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parmatma is immottal (amritam) made of Pure (unmiged
with the rajastamo gunas) satvagunatmaka achit, because
it is divya or luminous or lustrous, Satyaguna being lumi-
nons and illuminator-prakasaka(G,14.6,. Therefore there
are three immortal real entities chit, achit and Isvara, of
these three tattvas Isvara the last one is Parabrahma
Himself, because Isvara is omniscient and His dwelling
place is called the Brahmapura which is beyond the limit of
prakriti maya, avidya or tamah. g&w: & qu TG RIS EA-
a1 gensq: enfngaft 38 @dfd gage (WMe wikw)
Partha, the paramapurusha Brahma within whom (that is
whose body) the created objects of the world live, and who
is pervading all these animate or inanimate things of the
universe, by his omnipresence, can be reached or got by
bhakti applied to Him only and to no o:e else. auww:
quEgfd @Yo *I139)—my bhakta becomes immottal by
obtaining moksha. #if§ @ symifuer--afa vt Al (<vz )
—by taking refuge in Me they attain moksha, #=qar wg ag<r
Fars At AAEEE | AN JFATAAN WA (o Wby
Be My bhakta and thea with extreme love fixing your
minds’s attention to Me with uninterrupted continuity
always practise My worship, and after worship bow to Me
in-obeisence, in this way by preparing :your mind, if you
make Me your only refuge, then certainly you shall get Me
and thereby attain salvation, W @afrsaifa amm gzrfear
aa: admt Fad wenr RE agesaw o (WMo aagg )—
By parabhakti my brahmabhuta bhakta can know
(yaschismi) what I am by nature and characteristics, and
(yavan) how great I am with my good wvirtues, infinite
attributes and superhuman powers after thus acquiring
My knowledge fully and clearly by the parabhakti the
bhakta succeeds in completely getting Me. w<ear eqasgar

T AERARTNT A | WY 7L 7 A AL T AT 0 (Mo 1915%)
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By devotion constantly to Me alone, and not for any other
purpose than solely for My love, Ias Visvarupa-Visishta
can be rightly or truly known (from the sastras), then
rightly or truly seen, and then rightly or truly got.
HeAl W AER qASAIaRErs | ATy gy sfend feskr ¥ o
( *te 9viey ) Be My bhakta, lovingly fix your mind’s
attention towards Me with uninterrupted continuity, with
bhakti practise My worship and then with bhakti bow to
Me in obeisance, If you do so I promise, as you are dear to
Me, you will get Me “The above saying of the upanishads
clearly establish that bhakti is the cause of the God
vision and moksha, @EF#lafd FAfN wggaews | Aw@EEE-

wfT Rad 7gHeray 0 (e 9¢1t§ ) Sri sankara interprets
this sloka in this way—**a persion, whose I Vasudeva Isvara
is the only refuge is madvyapasraya, such a person by
doing even a prohibited act and not merely a nitya naimi-
ttika and kamya act gets the immutable and imperishable ever
lasting vaishnava pada through My Grace.” @9 F@ W=y

§9 WA ARA | wegArg, a7 wifd e areafa med o (e

318§ ) Take His shelter in every way, namely as a guru
(precepter) . as a (sadhana) means, and as the gty the
object to be obtained, then by His Grace you will be
able to get absolute peace or bliss and obtain moksha, “—
gagata aferss a® g A | s@er 8% aihn Wl
.q[ga: W (e 9wgs ) Perform gladly and with great devo-
tion to Me any of the dharmas like karma-jnana yogas and
bhakti-yoga to which you are competent, as My agent
that, is relinquishng its principalship, ownership and the
fruit, and by way of My worship, and not as a means to
get My direct vision and thereby to the attainment of
salvation. By ceasing to consider these dharmas together
with their accessories and concomittants as cause of getting
My vision and thereby your attainment of salvation, entirey
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rely on Me only, considering myself as the cause of giving
you My direct vision and thereby sour falvation, If you do
s0, I shall purge or absolve you from all sins (that is punya-
papatmaka karmas which are standing in your way of
getting My vision and thereby your moksha, Therfore you
need not be sorry, considering that it will be impossible for
for you to attain mukti either by karma yoga, Gnan yoga.
or bhaktiyoga during this life time. of yours, or by anyother
means such as your own endeavour.’ The above three
sayings (G.18, 56, 62,66) of Bhagaban smashes the ipse dixit
of M: Anananta Krishna, in his Vedanta Rakshamani, that
the Lord's Grace cannot deliver Absolute Mukti to His
devotee who has taken refuge in Him. “gaid#@d: B g
gimeqer 5% ol | el 43 aer whs gy ety ShE
R XAt g ¥ ¥ gm@e am@ar afa @
( 7€ g3 @R 989130, 39 )—

These slokas expressly assert that without any edeavour
of a person for his salvation he may attain moksha by
Hari-bhakti only. Hari’s Maya is the cause of a jiva's
sansara, She can not be conquered or gotover by his own
endeavour or by any help received from any other person,
be Hea Brahma (Chaturmukha) or Siva (The Parbati-
pati) . They only can get over the sea of Maya who
becomes prapanna or takes shelter of Hari and no one
else, or by any other means. Prapanna or Bhakta becomes
very dear to Hari and therefore by His Grace the Bhakta
or prapanna succeeds to cross over the Sea of Maya.

On the basis of the Uddharedatmanamanam, (6. 5) Sloka
of the Gita, the Rakshamani says that one's salvation must
be attained without the aid of adrishta or the God’s Grace.
How is 'it possible when a jiva is absolutely under the
control of Iswara ? 33U GayaAl gRASTH feshi | gwaeas-
yaif gerssi Amar 0 (e 9189 ) @aeT A% gk aRalS aa:
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eaft glanded 1 (Mo 3wk ) 0 7 stewEAal wafy (g- A
wieiR ) 0 ‘erdafe: e w@mt @t (3§, siweas: 3199
90 ), 7UY ATBA: ( Fo o ¥e ) U

These proofs contradict the Rakshamani’sa ssumption.
As all the mental and physical activities on the contrary
depends on the will of Iswara the Almighty. Therefore a
jiva cannot liberate himself by his own endeavour against
the wish of god, or do anything as an independent karta.
Jiva's kartitva as a created beingis not natural but arises
by order or approval of Iswara. s @9 @19 w4 HRAd g
Sy grAlAled, o e #F w@af § gy (Soc)
“augaTg -7

Therefore it follows that no one by his own endeavour
can liberate himself. Whom Iswara wants to liberate from
the sansar him He causes to make efforts in that direction
In His Bhasya of Parattu tachhruthe Sri Sankara Himself
has written “ggusgkaa famia grafafy sfagasfa” —Moksha,
can be attained only by the Vignana, granted by the grace
of the Paramatma, and in no other way. Thisis sufficient
refutation of the Rakshamani’s ipse dixit,

In this sutra “qufrerag fdifed adr e N (%o go
31 ) it iis said that—*"By the will of the Lord Jiva’s
satya samkalpatadi gunayukta natural form remains veiled
by Maya and by His desire jiva’s confinement in
samsara or material body and Moksha or liberation
therefrom takes place. Sri Sankara too  on
His Bhashya of this sutra writes” that It I's only
from Iswara‘'s sankalpa jiva gets bandha bondage or
confinement to the sansara) and Moksha (liberation from
Sansara) . God is all powerful and has infniite power and
jiva is little powerful and has limited power. His Maya
Sakti or prakriti by which a jiva is bound down to the
sansara is unconquerable. Then how can a fiva by his own
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The Rakshamani holds that both the srutis and the
Sariraka Mimansa teach us that the Absolute Nirgun
Brahma is the only Reality, and all else, for example Saguna
Brahma ( Personal God or Iswara ), the jivas and the
universe are all false or unreal. The scheme arrangement
and also the language of the Brahmasutra do not lend any
support to the Vedanta Rakshmani’s theory.

The scheme arrangement and the language of the
Brahma Sutra as found in the Bodhayana Vritti have been
preserved intact in the Sri Bhashya. Sri Ramanuja says
“FERATgEIRT G @eem:”—Therfore Sri Ramanuja
has only made interpretation and commentaries on the Su-
trakshara as he found them in the Bodhayana Vritti, and in
accordance therewith, But Sri Sankaracharya has made his
commentaries on the sutras with the express purpose of
proving that the Brahmaikya ( Brahma is the only Reality
and all else are unreal or false ) is The teaching of the
Vedantas as well as of the Brahma-sutras. He had there-
fore been compelled to make some manipulations and to
put on the Srutis and the Smritis the meanings not intended
by .them.

The first chapter of the Brahma sutra is known as"
Samanvaya-Adhaya”—or the synthesis of the Vedantas.
The second sutra of the first pada or section thereof is”
Janmadya Syayatah™. Itis based on the follwing Sruti,—
gar ar gaifq @l siged, 89 sy shafa someafrdtafa o
( Feo 31319 sig )—That is “Brabma by and from which these
bhutas (or the universe, consisting of the Jivas in manifest
Deva Manushya Tiryak and Sthavara bodies) is created,
preserved during its ordained lifetime, andto which at
the end of its lifetime the said universe returns for rest,
temporarily in pralaya, and perpetually in Moksha. Or in
other words the cause of the manifestattion preservation
and unmanifestation of the universe and Moksha of the
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baddha jivas, is Brahma, desire him to know tor upasana.
This very definition shows that Brahma is not Nirguna and
Nirvishesha, for He is repository of infinite qualifications
like omniscience, omnipotence omnipresence satayasamka-
Ipata and other gunas necessary for the creation, preserva-
tion and destruction of the wuniverse and for the
liberation of the samsaribaddha or prakrita jivasor chits

from the bondage of the trigunatmika achit prakriti (also
known as Maya or avidya),

Over and above those infinite qualifications Hari or
Brahma poseesses two prakritis as his inherent attributes
fazfrasfad  Rriwen & ofafaewizmgfiug aema o
(3o 1o 82 ¥IRI3e) «  “fazfazgega=n @1 GRAdaaar fea: o
aafaearrrefiatans  aweaf B ddwey a fada sfaa)
qEF: S WAl adergsEEs | ageeueEE: siat
dqrapeEad srgegadEAE FAATaEEsT 1 faarfa
wraRE FfEAS T T 1 Y (3o He Ho ¥I18-9-5¥ )

The chit prakriti and the achit prakriti though differed
from the parmatma by their own gunas, but as His visesh-
ana or attributes are not different from Him, being His
inseparable parts as sarir—fagfaatararT fafasr  suo e
sfreraaE e FRNaEar g0 0 (2o He Ho ¥1de1vR ) In the Gita
(ch!7.4-7) also Bhagwan Himself says—I have two pra-
krit is one is apara (being achetana), which is divided into
gight mainparts, excluding herself, namely bhumi, apah,
anala, vayu, kham. manas, ahamkara and buddhi (being
eight main classes constituents of all material bodies)
to which she is transformed; the other is para (or chetana)
prakriti, consisting of infinite number of jivas, by which
(when joined to or combined with the apara prakriti) the
material bodies of this universe are preserved in their
manifested state, Because these two prakritis are parts of
Myself as My, sarira and as they are the material cause from
which, and as my satyasamkalpa of ‘“aham bahusyam” is the
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instrumental cause by which the Bhutas of the universe are
created I am the only cause (both material and instrumen-
tal) of the creation of the bhutas of this universe-prabhavas
and at the time making pralaya of the universe I by disjo-
ining the two prakritis and by retracting my aforesaid
samkalpa make the samkalpa of-punarekoham syam and-
cause the constituents of the material bodies in the unive-
rse in the reverse order of their evolution, that is by karya-
karana paramparya to merge into My apara prakriti, and
cause the baddha jivas of the universe also to enter in to her
womb and then cause My madatmika aparaprakriti as such
to become ckibhuta with Me. Thereby I am both the
instrumental and material cause of creation and destruction
(pPralaya) of the universe. As I am the sariri and hence
Lord of the two prakritis which are the cause of all the
bhutas of the universe; and as Iam the only possessor 'of
jnana sakti bala aisvarya tejas and Virya and other kalyana
gunas in infinite quantity, so no one is more sreshtha than
Myself, that is I am the most pre-eminent of all. ”

Thus we see that Brahma is not nirguna and nirvisesha
but He is Saguna and Savisesha, Therefore parabrahma
is always chidachit prakriti dvaya visishta. So He is not the
only Reality, Paraprakriti consisting of infinite number of
jivas and aparaprakriti are also two other realities. Beca-
use they also exist in the mahapralayavastha before the
creation of the universe.

atqaft A3 sefld afa afmm werd el
wadt  fEammgmw wEft ewEza fEsfn g
gt gamafed  wemEm o wpdRaEn (Me fse )
At the end of each period fixed for the duration of the
manifested universe; all the bhutas come back to My
madatmika apara prakriti for taking rest therein and again
at the end of each period fixed for the duration of
mahapralayavastha, I manifest those very bhutasjin various
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deva manushya tityak and sthavara bodies, which they
deserve according to their karma phalas in the past kalpa-
At the beginning of each’ manifestation, I divide My mada-
tmika aparaprakriti into eight main classes of constituents
of material bodies, and then with them I again and again
manifest the very same bhutas (who come to take rest
within My madatmika aparaprakriti or in other words in
Me at each mahapralaya) in various deva, manushya tiryak
and sthavara bodies, which they helplessly deserve, accor-
ding to their own prakriti (nature ot character acquired
by them as a result of their karmaphala in the past kalpa) >
These words of Bhagvan prove beyond a shadow of doubt
that during the mahapralaya not only the paramatma
Narayana but the para and the apara prakritis and also
kala (time) exist, It follows therefore that the paramatma
Brahma is not the only Reality, as the advaitis say, but
®elso kala (time) as well as the para and the aparaprakritis are
three other as good realities as Brahma. The words *“pra
kritim svam”(gi. 9.8) show that the kala the prakritis (para
and apara) all are inherent in Brahma, as His insepara-
ble attributes that is as His sarir or rupa, so part of His self.

The following words of Vishnu Purana also clearly show
that kala, Purusha (mass of to be manifested jivas
or the samsari baddha jivas) and the byaktavyakta prakritis
are Hari parmatmas rupas or bodies and therefore His
attributes-*'Parabrahma Vishnu has (in the prakriti pada or
visvapada) four kinds of rupas (bodies) , first the, purusha
(a wass of baddha or samsari jivas), vyakta and avyakta
(manifest and unmenifest condition of prakriti} and kala,
The pure rupa of Vishnu, the parampad which is better
and beyond the part where purusha vyakta and kala dwell
is always seen by the Suris, Pradhana (avyakta or prakriti)
purusha, vyakta (prakriti’s manifest transformation-mahat
or.buddhi, ahamkara mind ten indriyas, five tanmatras
and: five mahabhutas or elments, these twentythree tattvas)
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and kala these are the cause of evolution, preservation,
devolution, manifestation and sadbhaba of the universe
(V,p.215-17) . My avyakta sarira or body (that which
does not become the object of any of the five organs of
sense namaly ear, touch, eye, tongue, and nose) itself is the
pradhana or the chief material cause of the universe and is
also called by the best of Rishis as sukshma (subtle) prak-
riti. It is originless, in the state of cause satsvarupa and in
the state of action asatsvarupa (when it is constantly
undergoing transformation) , imperishable, without any
.abode or support other than Vishnu, decrepitudeless,
immoveable, not an object of sensation of the ear, touch,
eye. tongue, and nose, without any body and limbs.
This pradhana is the material cause from which the
universe evolves and to which it devolutes, all the bhutas of
the universe were pervaded by it before the manifestation.
(V,P.1.2.19-20 “During the mahapralayavastha neither day
nor night, neither sky nor earth, neither darkness nor light,
neither the organs of action nor the organs of sense nor
mind ahamkar nor buddhi was in existence or was konow
able. But even then pradhana, purusha and Brahma were
existing, whole one as satsvarupa (because Brahma is always
sat jiva is always sat and Prakriti in the state of cause
issatsvarupa, In mahapralayavastha both prusha and Pra-
kriti being parmatma’s attributes and  Satsvarupa,
there was nothing to distingush them by
name and rupa from Satsvarupa Brahma) . Pradhana and
Purusa are two different tattvas from the Prmatma’s
svarupa- tattva. There is another kind of rupa or body of
the Pramatma by which the other two rupas are joined
together at the time of evolution and disjoined from each
other at the time of devolition of the universe, is called
kala. As at the every past Mahapralaya the manifest
universe, goes back to the Prakriti and becoming very sub-
tle remains in an unmanifestedcondition within it, there-
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fore the Mahapralaya is called Prakrita Pratisanchara

Bhagavan kalahas neither origin nor end, therfore, the
evolution preservation and devolution of the universe, .is
going on in consecutive order in perpetuity without break,
‘When the Prakriti’s svarupatmaka three gunas become
similar to each other in force, that is. when the Prakriti
returns to its state of inaction, or in other words 4t the
time of mahapralaya, and the Purusha remains within her
womb disjoined from her, even then kalasvarupa-rupa of
Bhagavan exists. (V.p. 1.2.2..3-27) .

We learn from the above slokas of the Vishnu Pura-
nam (1.2.23-27 that Brahma is, always Purusha (2 mass of
triguna-less jivas) , Pradhana (trigunatmika Prakriti,
Maya, Avidya, Avyakta or Tamah) and also kala (time)
visishta. Because these rupas inhere in Brahma even during
the Mahapralya (when the vyakta body merges into its
source the avyakta) they are parmanent and as gocd
real as Brahma Himself is a Reality. We learn that the
same (G.9.7-8) universe is manifested preserved and then
unmanifested again and again in appointed time in consec-

utive order in perpetuity, by Param Brahma with the help
of His kalarupa, therefore it is also real in pravaha-kara.
In the manifested cosmos the vyakta and the purusha bodi-
es of Brahma are joined together, and in the unmanifested
universe or in the mahapralaya the vyakta and the purusha
bodies are disjoined. but the purusha body remains within
the womb of the avyakta body in which the vyakta body
marges again. The vyaktas are transformed offsprings of
the avyakta from which they emerge at the time of the
creation, They are twenty .three in number, namely
buddhi, ahamkara, mind, five gnanendriyas, five karmend.
riyas, five tanmatras and five mahabhutas The avyakta
and its offsprings the vyaktas and their sanghata, - which
is -the abode of the purusha (chetanadhriti) G.13.6. in the
manifested univarse, haveall been termed kshetrasin the
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Gita (13.5.6) , and the purusha is termed kshetragna
(G.13,1) . Therefore we find that, the rakshamani's state-
ment, which is the theory of the advaitavadis, that Brahma
(the Absolute or the Nirguna) is the only Reality, all else
are all false or (meaning that the jivas, Isvara and the

Parkriti are all false) is unsupported by the sastras,
e see in the sastras that Bhagavan Sree krishna Him-
self is Iswara (G.15.17) of all the bhutas, He is the maheshv-

ara of all the fourteen bhubana visishta prakrita or visva
lokas, where all the four kinds of (deva-tiryang-manushyast-
havar bodied jivas) bhutas dwell, and of all the imperishable
dyulokas where the immortal aprakrita jivas dwell, who
have no connection with the samsara or prakrita Lokas
called also tamah Loka (G.529;15,17) . He is the parama-
tma (G,15.17) and purushottama (G,1518) , He is the
Paramabrahama, Param (Dhama) jyotih, Creator of the
chaturmukha and the Panchamukha and other devas, He
is birthless, the All pervading (bibhum) , divya (aprakrita

and jyotirmaya) and the everlasting (sasvata) Purusha
(G,9.10) He is called Vishnu Narayan and Hari (V.P.1.2.)),
Vasudeva (V.P.1,2.2;6.5.80) , and He is parama Akshara or
Aksharatma (V.P,6.5.65.69 ,and He is Bhagavan (V.P.6.5.
69) , and it is said by the Suritis that He is the object of
Dhyana or Upashana of all persons (Mumukshu) desirous
of salvation from the samsara (V.P.5,68)

The paramatma is called Brahma because of His bri-
hatta (unlimited largeness in space as well astime and
vasta) and because of His brimhanatta (the capacity of
becoming many as “ahamvahusyam’® ) who as Iswara
controls at pleasure the entire cosmos and the individual
jivas in their sthiti and pravitti; and who as Bhagavan is
the mine, so to say, of their nfinite kalyana gunas such as
gnana, sakti. bala, animadi ashtaisvaryas, tejah. viryadi
but without prakrita satvadi trigunas and other evil pra-
krita gunas—"Sattvadayo na santise yatra cha prakrita
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gunah” “vina heyadibhirgunaih™ '(V,P.6.39) The Parama-
tma Param Brahma dwells within the four inds of devadi
prakrita-bodied jivatmas or the bhutas, and in Him the
four kinds of the bhutas of the entire cosmos are
strung as beads on a thread, therefore He is
called Vasundeva. How can He be nirguna and nirvisesha—

sftgeaQeon @R Swal QT T Camr fren @@ Feg: feara: et
afy: n s, s ad sAEess: (@St fFTa sge
Ay ST | A5G Tadge T OGN FeAd | a7 fren o
ar¥d dgirg WEe: | ewAEiad wafaafaft DR smifs e
sTAvTET fFarmEd 1 sganily  sTonw@feE aawad | (Te go 3o
o RRIRG-¥3) , Thus Brahma is said to be nirguna in the

sastras only in the sense that, He is prakrita satvadi trigna-
less, and that no evil gunas find any home in Him. Jagat
prapancha is also said to be false in the vedantas only in

the sense that, it is anitya. Therefore the advaita theory
that Brahma is Nirguna or Absolute, and jagat is false is
founded on the misinterpretation of the sastras.

Sree Krishna says,—‘‘During the Anadipast, there
never was any such occasion, when I Param Brahma
paramesvara did not exist, as such, and you and these
kings, the jivas. did not exist as jivas, and after the present
time (when we are all existing) there shall not arise in the
ananta (unlimited future any such occasion when we,
meaning I as parmesvara and you all, as the jivas, shall

not exist as paramesvara and the jivas” (G.2.12). These
words of bhagavan prove beyond a shadow of doubt the
realites of parambrahma and the jivas, and the plurality
of the jivas. Therefore jivas are ananta and they neither
cease to exist, as jivas, in the past mahapralayas, nor they
shall cease to exist, as jivas, in future even in the
mahapralaya, or even when theyin future shall attain the
absolute Moksha. This separatedness of the jivas from
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paramabrahma in their absolute mukti from the clutches
of mayika agnana, when they have no connection with
any kind of mayika upadbhi, completely smashes the avai-
dika theory of mayavada.

According to this theory,—before the creation of the
cosmos gnanamatra-svarupa Advaita Brahma (The Abso-
lute or the 'Nirguna) and no other thing existed. But
even then there was (anivachaniya)unspeakable something
called Maya (Nescience), whichis neither sat, nor
asat nor sadasat, Gnanamatra Brahma being upahita in
mayika buddhi shrouded by mayika avidaya, mistakenly
thinks that He is a jiva and is under the control of, or
subject to a mythical Isvara or saguna Brahma, who derives
infinite gunas like -gnana, sakti, bala, aisvarya, tejah and
virya from the maya, This saguna Brahma is the object
of saguna vidya (Bhakti, Rupopasana) worship, The Param
or the Nirguna Brahma is not the object of worship. but of
intuitve realisation by neti neti vichara or the n irguna
vidya. By the worship of Isvara, the saguna Brahma
who is not the ultimate -Reality, Isvara sayujya is obtained
which is not the highest or final Mukti. By the nirguna
vidya nirguna gnanamatra brahma-sarupata is obtained
and both the mythical jiva and Isvara vanish-This is
the highest and ultimate Mukti. This theory is avaisdika,

According to the sastras Maya is Prakriti (Svet.4.10)
Pradhana, abyakta etc. are her other names.. She is not
anirvachanaya but is sanatani and is always trigunatmika,
the material rupa (body)- of Parama Brahma (V.P.1.2,15)
and is saddsadatmira the material cause of srishti
sthiti and laya of the cosmos (P,P.U,Kh.223.52-53.) . In
the state of cause (karana) she is sat-aarupini (holding all
the jivas of the past kalpa within her womb) and in the state
karya, as a mother of the vyaktas or the mahadadi bhumy-
anta vikaras, she is asat-sarupini, because always change-
able (Br,Br,5.4.635). This achetana avyzk:a Maya,
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which is known as apara prakriti (G.7.4-5) together with
her offsprings the mhadadi bnumanta Vyaktas are the
trigunatmaka material by which Parama Brahma makes
the material bodies, kshettras (G.13.1) of the para prakriti

(G.75.) a mass of the baddha jivas called kshetragnas
{G.13.1) at the time of the creation of the cosmos. Every
sattva or bhuta in the universe has been made by the
Almighty by the samyoga of kshetra and kshetragna
(G.13.26) . Therefore the universe is full of chidachida-
tmaka or kshetra-kshetragnatmaka) bhutas. All these
bhutas remain under the control of and situate in only one
part of the all-pervading unlimited expansion of Param
Brahma (vaj.S.Madhya. 31.3; G.10.v2) . Prakriti or Maya
ar tamahtherefore is situate in visva-bhutapada (Vaj.31,3)

or part only of param Brahma. She is a body of the Parama
Brahma (brihadaranyka5.7.13) as (baddha and mukta)
jivatma are bodies (brihadaranyaka.5.7.22) . Therefore
this Maya is not anirvachaniya as the the Mayavadi
advaitis say.

The jivas (both baddha and mukta) are very distinct
from all achits. They are ajarasie. svayam prakasha,
nitya (G.12.20) neither objects of gnanendriyas nor of
antar-indriyas, anndaarupas. ganadharas (Br.2.3,26-29) ,
anus (Br.S.2-3;20-23) both minute in size and subtfe,

niravayavas, nirvikaras, and being bodies of Isvara of
antaryami Paramatma  (Brihadaranya.5.7-22) are His
dharya, niyamya and:sesha.

Isvara is ananta (infinite) gnan-nandika-svarupa, heya-
pratibhata, possessor of anana  gnana-sakti-balaisvarya-
tejoviryadi good virtues, the creator, the preserver and
the destroyer of the universe or in other words He is no
other than Param Brahma Himself, the upasya of the arta,
jignasu, artharthi and gnani jivas, the All pervading Atma
pervading both inside and out side of everyth?ng else in -
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both the divya and visva bibhuties by gnana, He resides

specially in His dhama in the divya tripad bibhuti is Sree-
bhumi-Nilla-Nayaka and holder of divya mangala vigr-
aha, and the Giver of chaturvargas. Both the tripad and
the one pad bibhutis are His niyamy-adharya and sesha.
This is the description to be found in the srutis pancha-
ratras and smritis.

There is thus no warrant either in the srutis pancha-
ratras Smritis or the Brahma Sutra for any classification
as ultimate Reality and intermediate Reality or non-reality,
or for any classification of vidyaor Mukti as nirguna vidya
and saguna vidya, or as nirguna Mukti and saguna Mukti.
These fications have been invented to support the fictiti-
ous advita theory of Mayavads which has been strongly
condemned in the sastras.

JATINDRAMOHAN SEN SHARMA
Gitacharya Smritishastri B. L.
Advocate
CALCUTTA HIGH COURT
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